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Notes for Borrowed Book Document Set

Borrowed Book Document 1 This photo of Lincoln’s birthplace was taken over a hundred years ago.
The cabin has been moved and is now inside a museum. This cabin in Kentucky is not the one where the

book got ruined (that was in Indiana) but it is similar. Indiana Historical Society. All Rights Reserved
http://images.indianahistory.org/cdm4/item viewer.php?CISOROOT=/P0406&CISOPTR=367&CISOBOX=1&REC=1

Borrowed Book Document 2 Replication of Lincoln's boyhood log cabin. http://www.lincolnlibraryandmuseum.com/m1.htm

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum

Borrowed Book Document 3 Replication of Lincoln's boyhood log cabin. http://www.lincolnlibraryandmuseum.com/m1.htm

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum

Borrowed Book Document 4 Thomas Lincoln, born 1779, died 1851 Library of Congress
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.19418

Borrowed Book Document 5 A History of the Life and Death, Virtues and Exploits of General George
Washington By Mason Locke Weems. First published in 1800. This very popular biography of
Washington was one of Lincoln’s favorite books.
http://presidentgeorgewashington.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/1810weemsthelifeofgeorgewash
ington.jpg

Borrowed Book Document 6 Page of Abraham Lincoln's student sum book, ca. 1824-26. (Herndon-Weik
Collection of Lincolniana)

Notes on the sum book from Library of Congress: In his autobiography, President Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)
claimed that the aggregate of all his formal schooling did not amount to one year. His teachers in the pioneer
schools of Indiana probably did not have access to an arithmetic textbook, using instead the mathematical
problems found in handbooks such as Thomas Dilworth's Schoolmaster's Assistant. Paper was also scarce, and
students often did their calculations (or ciphers) on boards, which they could shave clean and reuse. Lincoln,
however, apparently managed to acquire a few sheets of paper that he sewed together to form a small
mathematical notebook.

The self-made notebook was given to Lincoln's law partner and biographer William H. Herndon (1818-1891) by the
president's stepmother Sarah Bush Johnston Lincoln (1788-1869). The sheets were subsequently dispersed, and
the whereabouts of some pages are unknown. The Library of Congress acquired the two pages (one leaf) exhibited
here as part of its Herndon-Weik Collection of Lincolniana. They are considered the earliest extant Lincoln
manuscripts and are especially noteworthy because of the signature contained in the verse in the lower left-hand
corner:

Abraham Lincoln
his hand and pen
he will be good but
[God] knows When

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/mcc: @field(DOCID+@lit(mcc/022))




